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Virtual Exchange

• Sustained Practice: unfolds over time with regular and intensive interaction

• Use of Technology: use of new media, digital and mobile technologies

• Interaction: Based on regular synchronous or asynchronous activities

• From person to person: collaboration and inclusive, intercultural and 
multilingual dialogue, which unites differences and distances and inspires 
actions with a wide-ranging positive impact on relationships

• Centered on the student: participating students are the main receptors and 
drivers of knowledge



O’Dowd,  R.  (2018).  From  telecollaboration  to  virtual  exchange:  state-of-the-art  and  the  role  of  UNICollaboration in moving  forward. 
Journal of Virtual Exchange, 1, 1-23. Research-publishing.net. https://doi.org/10.14705/rpnet.2018.jve.1



A brief chronology of my experience with VE
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5th International Virtual Exchange 
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Teletandem Brasil: foreign 
languages for all

www.teletandembrasil.org

● Language
● Intercultural 

competence

Mainly connected to 
language teacher 
education programs



Realização Apoio

3 Continents Intercultural Telecollaboration (3CIT)

● English as a lingua 
franca

● Intercultural 
competence

Teacher education



Brazilian Virtual Exchange (BRaVE)

● (Critical) 
Digital 
literacy

● Soft skills
● Language
● Intercultural 

competence

All areas of 
knowledge



BRaVE-UNESP
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Global Health

https://www.fmb.unesp.br/#!/noticia/2178/brave-brazilian-virtual-exchange---internacionalizacao-em-casa/ps://www.fmb.unesp.br/#!/noticia/2178/brave-brazilian-virtual-exchange---internacionalizacao-em-casa/

UNESP / Botucatu and Keele University (UK / Spain / US) Interaction with Keele University



Trabajo y Educación
UNESP/IBILCE and Tec de Monterrey (Mexico)



Renewable Energy Production
UNESP/Sorocaba y Duoc (Chile)



Challenges and strategies for communication

● Difficulties with oral comprehension, oral production and specific terminology

● Strategies linked to activity planning and group division

● Use of foreign language among Brazilian students before interactions with foreigners.

● Identification of leaders in groups with greater competence

● Use of different semiosis in activity planning

● Using of Google translator

● Use of Portuguese-Spanish intercomprehension
Salomão, A.C.B. (2022). Foreign Language Communication in Virtual Exchanges: Reflections and Implications for Applied Linguistics. International Journal 
of Computer-Assisted Language Learning and Teaching, 12(3), 1-14. https://dl.acm.org/doi/abs/10.4018/IJCALLT.307061

https://dl.acm.org/doi/abs/10.4018/IJCALLT.307061


Critical Virtual Exchange - Expanded framework (Hauck, in press)

The next three examples were 
examined through the lens of CVE 
and are reported in:
Hauck, M., Salomão, A. C. B., Satar, M., 
& Primo, G. (in press). 
Internationalisation at Home through 
Critical Virtual Exchange. In K. Finardi, 
M. Orsini-Jones, & A.B. Hashim (Eds.), 
Decolonial Approaches to Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion: Applied 
Linguistics and Its Contributions to the 
SDGs. AILA Review.



Hydrology, Post-humanism, Ethics, and Technology
Unesp/Bauru and Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey (Mexico)

● Participants engaged in a phased learning 
process, starting with individual activities that 
included reading foundational texts, such as 
"Learning Waters" by Anidjar (2023), and 
creating an infographic on their water 
consumption. Students collected personal 
data on their household water usage and 
compared this data along with water tariffs 
between Mexico and Brazil. 

● The project culminated in the creation of a 
collaborative infographic, addressing key 
water security issues in Brazil and Mexico, 
including coverage rates, the impact of 
extreme weather events, societal 
participation in water resource decisions, and 
water tariffs.



What else is there to explore?

(...) intercultural telecollaborations and virtual exchanges, which 
are blurring the lines between education, training and current 
practices, must be addressed (Potolia & Derivry-Plard, 2023). 
Human communication has to be reconsidered within a 
pluridisciplinary, decolonised framework (Mignolo and Walsh, 
2018; Alvarez Valencia, 2023) that allows people to 
communicate through languages and cultures in order to 
mediate meaning-making (Liddicoat & Scarino, 2013, Liddicoat & 
Derivry-Plard, 2023). Intercultural communication becomes vital 
to find collective and imaginative solutions.

(http://ialic.international/2024/04/01/call-for-papers-ialic-2024-bordeaux/)

http://ialic.international/2024/04/01/call-for-papers-ialic-2024-bordeaux/


Food fermentation meets animation
UNESP and UTDALLAS (USA)
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Unesp for Global Education

TV Unesp channel  
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTKZh-tngi2WyTLxIkZKKFUBJL3sU4kvk
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https://www.international.unesp.br/#!/study/virtual-exchange-program/


